
Notice of the SAAG Biennial General
Meeting
10 September 2021

14:00-16:00
Online

Minutes

Excused 1
Present 1

Feedback 1
Feedback of SAAG activities 1
Feedback on SAAG finances 2
Feedback on SAAG’s social media presence 2
Feedback on the SAYG 2

Voting Matters 3
Amendments to the Constitution 3

Item 1: Formalising the inclusion of an Emerging Career Researcher (ECR) as a
member of the SAAG Council 3
Item 2: Formalising the inclusion of an Media Officer as a member of the SAAG Council 3
Item 3: Extending the term served by the President-Elect or President on the Council 4

New Council 2021-2023 5
Conference 2023 5



Excused
Pite-Louis Grundling
Heinz Beckedahl

Present
Elizabeth Rudolph, Christel Hansen, Laura Bannatyne, Carel Greyling, Renee Grundling, Paul
Sumner, Michael Loubser, Ian Meiklejohn, Marike Stander, Kate Roundtree, Jay le Roux, Tyrel
Flugel, Namso Nyamela, David Hedding, Abu Nguna, Mthobisi Masilela, Jussi Baade

Quorum reached: yes

Feedback

Feedback of SAAG activities
Presented by  SAAG President Christel Hansen on:

● Joint SSAG/SAAG Biennial Conference

Conference carried out online due to ongoing Covid-19 pandemic
Conference was very successful, with positive feedback from many in attendance
Conference was offered at a reduced price, therefore a reduction in income for the year
Emerging researchers were involved in the conference management
Very successful panel discussion about managing the Covid 19 pandemic in terms of research
and teaching

● SAAG membership

Council decided to extend the current term of membership due to ongoing Covid-19 pandemic
until the next SAAG conference (provisionally in 2023)

● SACNASP and SAAG’s VA status
○ Please review this document on how to register your activity for CPD activities

with SACNASP.

SAAG is currently a voluntary association with SACNASP.
SACNASP is going to push for greater registration of Earth Scientists. This creates difficulties
for geomorphologists due to current wording of the Act. Discussions are currently underway with
representatives of SACNASP to smooth the registration process for Geographers and
Geomorphologists.

SAAG members are welcome to contact members of the council if there are any questions.
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Currently, SAAG is also engaged in exploring ways of increasing acquisition of CPD points.
Members of SAAG are also welcome to make recommendations to the council with respect to
CPD events. Please see additional documentation with respect to CPD points that has been
emailed to all SAAG members.

○ Geosciences Regulations Act.

Oral and written representation of comments provided by members of SAAG was given to the
Department of Mineral Resources and Energy by Christel Hansen, Michael Loubser and David
Hedding. Feedback was generally well received.

Feedback on SAAG finances
Members will receive an account of finances via email after the BGM. The Treasurer is currently
away on Gough Island.

Report will be compiled once the treasurer returns from Gough Island.

Feedback on SAAG’s social media presence
Presented by SAAG Council member Abu Nguna.

SAAG currently has an increasing number of followers on Twitter. Members can communicate
and disseminate information via Twitter.

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SAAGeomorph
Twitter: https://twitter.com/SAAGeomorph
Website: http://saageomorph.wixsite.com/saag

Feedback on the SAYG
Presented by Southern African Young Geomorphologists (SAYG) Chair Renee Grundling

SAYG established in 2020. Currently chaired by Renee Grundling.
SAYG is part of SAAG, as well as the IAG’s initiative for Young Geomorphologists
There are many potential opportunities to connect Young South African Geomorphologists with
other similar organisations on a global scale.
Currently 40 registered members, mostly from South Africa.
SAYG has a growing Facebook and Instagram presence
Please share your field work photographs and experiences as you are able in order expand
awareness of geomorphology within a South African context

Facebook: https://web.facebook.com/sa.young.geomorphologists/
Twitter: https://www.instagram.com/sa_young_geomorphologists/
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Website: https://saageomorph.wixsite.com/saag/about-sayg
Email: sayg.group@gmail.com

Voting Matters

Amendments to the Constitution

Item 1: Formalising the inclusion of an Emerging Career Researcher (ECR) as a
member of the SAAG Council
Proposed by: Christel Hansen
Seconded: Michael Loubser

Proposal
With the establishment of the Southern African Young Geomorphologists (SAYG) during 2020
and in the interest of ensuring ECR development, we propose that the SAAG recognises the
necessity of including an ECR on the SAAG Council by formalising such a role on the Council.

Section 10 (Council of the Association) of the SAAG Constitution should be amended to include
this role. A suggestion to the text is given below. Suggested edits are italicised.
5. Three other members of which:

5.1 One should be an Emerging Career Researcher (ECR); and

Section 14 (Duties of Council Members) should include the text below. Suggested edits are
italicised.
5. Emerging Career Researcher (ECR)

● The ECR representative represents the young geomorphologists of southern Africa.
● The ECR representative should be active within the SAYG.

Accepted unanimously (17 votes)

Item 2: Formalising the inclusion of an Media Officer as a member of the SAAG Council
Proposed by: Abu Nguna
Seconded: Elizabeth Rudolph

Proposal
With the increased use of social media, the SAAG Council recognises the need to increase our
digital presence. As such, we propose that the SAAG recognises the necessity of including a
Media Officer on the SAAG Council by formalising such a role on the Council.

Section 10 (Council of the Association) of the SAAG Constitution should be amended to include
this role. A suggestion to the text is given below. Suggested edits are italicised.
5. Three other members of which:

5.1 One should be the Media Officer; and
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Section 14 (Duties of Council Members) should include the text below. Suggested edits are
italicised.
6. Media Officer

● The Media Officer will take control of the website and moderates the Association’s social
media presence.

● The Media Officer is in charge of the Association’s Email account.
● The Media Officer will liaise with the Secretary to ensure that important communications

are disseminated to the Association body at large.

Accepted unanimously (17 votes)

Item 3: Extending the term served by the President-Elect or President on the Council
Proposed by: Christel Hansen
Seconded: Elizabeth Rudolph

Proposal
If a Council Member becomes President-Elect in their second term, they cannot serve as
President for an additional third term. We propose that the term limitation is removed for those
Council Members that serve as President-Elect and President.

Section 11 (Terms of Office of Council Members) should include the text below. Suggested edits
are italicised.

1. The term of office of members of the Council shall be two (2) years.
2. No member of the Council, except the roles of the President and President-Elect, who

has been a member thereof for four (4) consecutive years shall be eligible for re-election
until a period of one year has elapsed since his last having been a member of the
Council.

a. The maximum consecutive terms served is six (6) years as it applies to the
Clause 11.2.

3. Any member shall cease to be a Council member if:
a. He ceases to be a member of the Association, or the Council; and/or
b. He tenders his resignation in writing and such resignation is accepted by the

Association.

Accepted unanimously (17 votes)
The new Council is tasked at sending an additional vote to the members regarding the term of
Treasurer.
The Treasurer has signing powers of the Association's bank accounts.
Transferring signing powers is difficult.
The person with signing power also needs to sit on the Council.
This means that the Treasurer often serves on the Council for more than four(4) consecutive
years.
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Suggestion: give the option that the Treasurer could be voted back in to continue past 4 or 6
years.

New Council 2021-2023
New Council accepted unanimously (17 votes)

President - Mrs Laura Bannatyne
President - Elect - Dr Liezel Rudolph
Treasurer - Prof David Hedding
Mr Sibusiso Sinuka
Mrs Marike Stander
Ms Namso Nyamela
Ms Renee Grundling

Congratulations to all

Conference 2023
Provisional plan for 2023 conference is Augrabies Falls National Park, hopefully in person
(unless the pandemic is active)
Anticipate conference having a hybrid/Zoom component, in addition to face-to-face meeting

The recording of the meeting is available at
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1hbJSQ0IFNfNE4tWBaQwDu5ifBpBhhPwf?usp=sharing.

END
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