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Message from the SAAG President  
 
The year 2020 has been a tumultuous year for us all, whether active within academia or the                 
industry. Fieldwork had to be cancelled or was highly affected, teaching loads increased, and              
there were and continues to be great uncertainty among our students and colleagues.  
 
To keep you up to date with what SAAG has been doing this year, have a look at the items                    
below. We give you an update on relevant IAG news, how to benefit from SAAG as a Voluntary                  
Association with SACNASP, the South African Geographical Journal’s SAAG Special Issue           
discussed at last year’s biennial conference, and our newest initiative - the Southern African              
Young Geomorphologists (SAYG). Finally, I encourage you all to submit your photos and videos              
to our online repository of landforms, landscapes, and processes. And don’t forget that you can               
join our email list, or post messages to us to be disseminated to all of our members. In these                   
uncertain times you can use this channel to share your thoughts on geomorphology, any              
projects or funding, and southern African geomorphology-related news. 
 
I wish you a safe and relaxing holiday, a prosperous and successful new year, and I hope to see 
you all at our 2021 biennial conference.  
 
Yours, 
 
Christel Hansen 
SAAG President 2019-2021 
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IAG related news 
International Geoheritage Day 
Geodiversity is integral to ecosystem functions and biodiversity, also having cultural, economic,            
and aesthetic value. It has intrinsic value to multiple spheres of our lives and should receive                
special recognition. Recognising geodiversity and geoheritage would protect it, while also           
enhancing their awareness and education among the public. Support for the establishment of an              
International Geoheritage Day was enlisted from the geomorphological societies affiliated with           
the IAG, including SAAG. SAAG responded favourably to this request. The IAG will now              
approach the IUGS for support, followed by approaching UNESCO and eventually the UN.  
 
National Scientific Members of the IAG as a legally-established scientific organization 
The IAG has received formal recognition and now functions as a legally-established scientific             
organization. This has many benefits. However, it must now adhere to Spanish legal             
regulations. This includes the obligation to register in the Spanish Registry of Associations all              
the functional details existing among its National Scientific Members (NSMs). In this framework,             
the IAG must provide a series of documents to the Spanish authorities. As a NSM of the IAG                  
SAAG submitted the following: 

1. Application form, showing willingness to be a member of IAG.  
2. Collaboration agreement between the local representatives, signed by the President,          

Secretary and Treasurer [Christel Hansen, David Hedding, Michael Loubser         
respectively]. 

 

SACNASP accreditation 
SAAG is a recognised Voluntary Association (VA) of the South          
African Council for Natural Scientific Professions (SACNASP).       
As such, our members can earn CPD credits for any event           
that SAAG puts forth for CPD credit accreditation.        
Furthermore, membership to SAAG also gives you 1 CPD         
credit (under Category 3A). Access the SACNASP CPD        
website at: http://professionalcpd.co.za/home/.  
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Events captured for CPD credits thus far are as following:  

● 2017 Conference: 2 credits 
● 2017 Pre-Conference Excursion: 3 credits 
● 2017 Post-Conference Workshop: 0.5 credits 
● 2017 BGM: 0.2 credits 
● 2019 Conference: 1.5 credits 
● 2019 Pre-Conference Excursion: 2 credits 
● 2019 Post-Conference Workshop: 0.5 credits 
● 2019 BGM: 0.2 credits 
● SAAG membership (per year, membership certificate required): 1 credit 

 
Any SAAG member can also identify activities and submit these to SAAG for inclusion in the list                 
of CPD credits. SAAG will publish guidelines on this early next year. In the meantime, SAAG                
encourages its members to register with SACNASP under the Earth Science category, or             
whichever category is most aligned to your background and skill set. 

SAGJ Special Issue 
From the conference held in 2019 we have seen work done on the Special Issue to be                 
published in the South African Geographical Journal. Some of the articles to be included in the                
special issue are already available for early view online. At this stage, the target is Issue 1 of                  
2021 with a publication date in April 2021. SAAG wishes to thank Paul Sumner and Werner Nel                 
for taking up the roles of Guest Editors and putting their energies into this special issue. 

Southern African Young Geomorphologists - SAYG 
It is with great pleasure that SAAG introduces the Southern African Young Geomorphologists             
(SAYG). The SAYG group is a subsection of SAAG, an IAG National Scientific Member, and               
part of the IAG Network of Young Geomorphologists' Groups. SAYG members are students,             
post-grads, post-docs, researchers, and career scientists interested and/or engaged in          
geomorphologic research and related topics in southern Africa. The IAG is supportive of young              
geomorphologist groups and the establishment opens the door to our young geomorphologists            
to potential funding opportunities to attend geomorphology events, as well as access to             
numerous other resources. 
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Anyone is welcome to join the SAYG, as long as you are an undergraduate or postgraduate                
student or scientist who has received their highest degree (i.e. BSc, BScHons, MSc or PhD)               
within the past seven years. Membership is free. However, free membership does not qualify for               
CPD credits under SACNASP. Instead, members wishing to qualify for CPD credits should sign              
up to SAAG as student members. How can you get in touch? 

● Facebook Page: Southern African Young Geomorphologists: 
@sa.young.geomorphologists 

● Instagram: @sa_young_geomorphologists 
● Website: https://saageomorph.wixsite.com/saag/about-sayg 
● Email: sayg.group@gmail.com  

 
 
And would you perhaps like us to organise events targeted at you? Do             
you have any ideas or would like SAAG and the SAYG to organise an              
event aimed at enhancing a specific skill set? Then let us know! For this              
and any questions please contact your SAYG representative, Renée         
Grundling, at sayg.group@gmail.com. 
 

2021 biennial conference 
Next year, 2021 marks the year for our next conference. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic we                
cannot say for sure where this will happen, or which form it will take. But be assured that we are                    
planning for all eventualities. For now we would like to know, how does an in-person event                
around August or September 2021 near the Augrabies Falls sound? We are aiming for this, but                
in the event that in-person meetings cannot happen, we will still have an online event. 
 
All of our Young Geomorphologists, this is for you! We will have one experienced researcher               
and one Young Geomorphologist convene each session. Session themes have not been            
decided upon yet (we will make a call next year) but this is your opportunity to get involved,                  
learn some valuable skills, and to help convene a session at our conference. We will inform you                 
of what is required through the SAYG so be sure to sign up! We will also hold a workshop aimed                    
at Young Geomorphologists at the next conference - keep an eye out for this on our website.  
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Online landform and processes repository 
We would like to develop a repository of images on geomorphological features and processes              
and ask you to submit your images. Images will be available on our website but will still remain                  
your property and you, the original author and will be accredited as such. If you wish to submit                  
images, please do so through this form. 
 

Get in touch 
Join our email list (saageomorph@googlegroups.com). The email list serves as a source of             
information for all geomorphologists, especially those in southern Africa. You do not have to be               
a member of SAAG to post to this list. We welcome any information on events, funding and                 
studying opportunities, and geomorphology relevant items. Send us an email at           
saageomorph@gmail.com and we will ensure your message reaches our subscribers. 
 
 

 
 

That’s it for now - have a prosperous and safe festive season. We 
trust that you can spend this time with your loved ones and we 

hope to see you all soon! 
 

Yours,  
the SAAG Council 
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